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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Hawarden  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1966. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid-year  1966  was  39,440  an  increase  (rf  820  since 
mid  1965. 

The  Birth  and  Death  rates  are  based  on  this  population  figure,  whilst  for  comparison  with  other 
districts  comparability  factors  of  1-02  for  Births  and  1T2  for  Deaths  are  applied. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  739  and  gave  a birth  rate  of  18-73  per  1,000, 
the  national  rate  being  17-7.  There  were  18  fewer  births,  compared  with  1965. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  451  and  gave  a rate  of  11-43  per  1,000  as  compared  with  a national 
rate  of  11-7.  There  were  29  more  deaths  than  in  1965. 

There  were  ten  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (compared  with  12  in  1965),  giving  a rate  of 
13-53  as  compared  with  a national  rate  of  19-0.  Of  the  infant  deaths,  eight  occurred  in  the  first  week. 

The  principle  causes  of  death  (all  ages)  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  (17 — 21 
inclusive  in  the  table)  236  of  the  451  total  and  cancer  75.  Circulatory  deaths  rose  by  32,  cancer  dea±s 
fell  by  13. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  accounted  for  11  deaths  and  other  accidents  12,  a total  of  23  deaths  from 
accidents  during  the  year. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  or  polio  in  the  District,  but  the  need  for 
immunisation  of  infants  continues.  There  were  270  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  which  included 
253  cases  of  measles,  pneumonia  two,  scarlet  fever  six,  dysentery  three,  whooping  cough  two, 
meningitis  one  and  food  p>oisoning  one. 

Housing  continues  to  occupy  the  active  interest  of  your  Health  Department  and  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors  continued  their  work  of  inspections  and  enquiries  into  the  environmental  circumstances  of 
housing  applications.  Many  applicants  have  medical  evidence  to  support  their  applications  and  care 
has  to  be  taken  to  prevent  ‘queue  jumping’  in  housing  allocation.  Much  time  was  spent  in  visiting  the 
homes  of  applicants. 

To  conclude.  Gentlemen,  I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
support  and  help  during  the  year.  Your  Clerk,  Mr.  F.  N.  V.  Meredith  and  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Rogers,  were  always  helpful;  your  Surveyor  Mr.  G.  I.  Reidford  has  co-operated  in  every  way  and 
your  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Mr.  D.  R.  George,  Mr.  C.  S.  Wensley  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Howgate  gave 
loyal  support. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Officials  for  their  generous  assistance  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  J.  FRASER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1966 


► 


Population:  Registrar  General’s  estimate  at  mid-year — 39,440. 

Live  Births: 

Number — 739. 

Rate  per  1,000  population — 18-73. 

Adjusted  local  birth  rate — 19-10. 

National  birth  rate  per  1,000  population — 17-7. 

Illegitimate  live  births — 42. 

ir.egitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births — 5-68. 

Still  Births: 

Number — 17. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births — 22-48. 

National  still  birth  rate — 15-4. 

Total  live  and  stUl  births — 756. 

Infant  Deaths:  (under  one  year) — 10. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births — 13-53. 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births — 13-05. 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births — 23-80. 

National  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 19-0. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) — 10-82. 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  live  births) — 10-82. 

National  early  neo-natal  mortality  rate — 11-1. 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 
-33-06. 

National  peri-natal  mortality  rate — 26-3. 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths — Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births — Nil. 

Deaths  (from  all  causes) — 451. 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population — 11-43. 

Adjusted  local  death  rate — 12-80. 

National  death  rate  per  1,000  population — 11-7. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Area  in  Acres  

31,576 

31,576 

31,576 

31,576 

31,576 

31,576 

Population  (Estimated  Mid- 
Year)  

36,540 

36,840 

37,120 

37,480 

38,620 

39,440 

Density  

M5 

M7 

M7 

M9 

1-22 

1-25 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses 
according  to  Rate  Books 

11,093 

11,415 

11,556 

11,844 

12,110 

12,224 

Number  of  Houses  Completed 
Local  Authority  

46 

95 

60 

43 

62 

77 

Private  

147 

227 

272 

276 

295 

323 

Total 

193 

322 

332 

319 

357 

400 

Number  of  occupied  houses 
owned  by  Local  Authority 

3,185 

3,280 

3,421 

3,464 

3,643 

3,720 

Rateable  Value  

£481,424 

£512,049 

£1,265,560 

£1,282,317 

£1,319,951 

£1,351,290 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

£1,994 

£2,082 

£5,075 

£5,111 

£5,351 

£5,309 

Births  ...  

672 

703 

731 

812 

757 

739 

Binh  Rate  per  1,000  popula- 
tion ...  

18-8 

19-2 

20-0 

21-7 

19-6 

18-73 

Deaths  

391 

421 

442 

396 

422 

451 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  popu- 
lation 

13-5 

14-4 

14-2 

10-6 

10-92 

11-43 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  Live  Births 

25-3 

16-8 

341 

25-9 

15-85 

13-53 

Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  per  1,000  ... 

0-16 

0-05 

0-16 

0-027 

Nil 

0-02 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1966 

ESTIMATED  MID-YEAR  POPULATION  39,440 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

Births  Deaths 

102  M2 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total  

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Male 

368 

352 

16 

Female 

371 

345 

26 

Total 

739 

697 

42 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Home 
Population 

18-73 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1,000 

Total  (Live  & 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births) 

Total  

9 

8 

17 

22-48 

Legitimate  

9 

8 

17 

Il'egitimate  

— 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 


Infantile 
Mortality  per 

Male  Female  Total  1,000  Live  Birth 

Total  7 3 10  15-85 

Legitimate  7 2 9 

Dlegitimate  — 1 1 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  

6 

2 

8 

Legitimate  

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 

UNDER  1 

WEEK 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  

6 

2 

8 

Legitimate  

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1966 

MALE 

FEMALE 

1. 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

— 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis — Other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  

1 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ...  

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases  

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

8 

2 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lungs — Bronchus  

14 

2 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast  ...  ...  

— 

7 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus  ...  ...  

— 

3 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

19 

20 

15. 

Leukaemia  Aleukaemia  ... 

2 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  

35 

49 

18. 

Coronary  Disease — Angina  ...  ...  

51 

26 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

8 

4 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  

15 

20 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

12 

16 

22. 

Influenza  ... 

2 

3 

23. 

Pnuemonia 

6 

16 

24. 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  

24 

6 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  

1 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  

1 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

4 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy — Childbirth — Abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

2 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  

16 

15 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  

10 

1 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  

9 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ...  

— 

— 

TOTAL — 451,  Death  Rate  11-43  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

247 

204 

Deaths  from  Accidents  ... 

23 

Pregnancy  and  Childbirth  

• • • • • > 

Nil 

From  Sepsis ...  

Nil 

Other  causes 

• • • . . . 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  two  years  of  age) — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  Ages) — 75  (41  Males — 34  Females). 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  Systems  (Including  Heart  Diseases)  (All  Ages) — 236  (121 
Males — 115  Females). 
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After  applications  of  the  comparability  factor: — 

BIRTH  RATE  for  comparison  with  other  areas — 19-10  per  1,000  home  population. 

DEATH  RATE  for  comparison  with  other  areas — 12-80  per  1,000  home  population. 

There  was  an  increase  of  29  in  the  number  of  deaths  during  1966  as  compared  with  1965.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  circulatory  and  heart  diseases  was  32  more  than  in  1965  and  cancer  13  fewer. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases — Pnuemonia,  Bronchitis  and  other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System — no  change  in  the  total.  Influenza  caused  five  deaths. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Bacteriological  Department,  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester  and  Messrs. 
Ruddock  and  Sherratt,  Public  Analysts,  30,  Watergate  Street,  Chester. 

The  examination  of  samples  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hoole  Lane,  Chester. 

2.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

These  services  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Flintshire  County  Council. 

3.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  established  at  Saltney,  Broughton,  Pentre,  Shotton  and 
Caergwrle. 

School  Clinics  at  Shotton,  Saltney  and  Caergwrle. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  Shotton. 

Chest  Clinic  at  Queensferry. 

4.  HOSPITALS 

Hospital,  Pentrobin,  Hawarden — now  for  old  people. 

Catherine  Gladstone  Maternity  Home,  Mancot. 

Meadowslea  Hospital,  Penyffordd — now  for  old  people. 

The  above  are  situated  in  the  District,  but  hospitals  over  a much  wider  area  are  used  for  both 
infectious  diseases  and  general  cases,  among  these  the  more  important  are: — 

Wrexham  War  Memorial.  Chester  City  Hospital. 

Wrexham  Maelor  General.  Clatterbridge  Hospital,  Wirral. 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Infectious  diseases  including  all  types  of  Poliomyelitis  are  dealt  with  at  the  Isolation  Branch  of 
Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrexham. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DIPHTHERIA 

Diphtheria  Prophlactic  Antigen  is  issued  free  to  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  immunisation 
of  children  in  the  area. 

All  records  relating  to  Diphtheria  Immunisation  are  forwarded  by  Medical  Practitioners  or  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers  to  the  Department  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  County 
Council  now  provide  for  children  to  be  protected  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  by  the 
use  of  combined  Antigen. 

VACCINATION 

Vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  County  Council  Child 
Welfare  Clinics.  During  the  year  no  Smallpox  contact  entered  the  area  from  infected  ships  or  aircraft. 

CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION 

In  all  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Death  resulting  from  Tuberculosis  as  well  as  in  all  cases  where  it 
is  considered  advisable,  the  houses  of  the  patients  are  thoroughly  disinfected  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

Facilities  are  available  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  steam  disinfestation  of  bedding,  but  this 
hospital  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  with  whom  co-operation  is 
maintained. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1966 


Scarlet  Fever  

Under 

1 

Year 

1 and 
Under 
3 
1 

3 and 
Under 
5 
2 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

17 

108 

41 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

2 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

1 

— 

Pohomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

1 

5 and 
Under 
10 

10  and 
Under 
15 

15  and 
Under 
25 

Over 

25 

Age 

Un- 

known 

Total 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

83 

3 

1 

— 

— 

253 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS 

TABULATED  NEW  CASES  FOR  1966 


Resp.  Meninges  & CNS  Other 

Age  Period  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Total 


5 — 14 

1 







- --  ■ 

1 

15  — 24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

25  — 44 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45  — 64 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  & Over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  incidence  of  notified  Tuberculosis  is  slowly  declining.  There  were  three  new 
cases  compared  with  13  in  1965  and  16  in  1964.  BCG  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  is  offered  to 
all  children  of  13  years  and  over.  This  service  is  conducted  by  the  County  Council  and  the  tests  are 
done  in  school  with  the  consent  of  the  parents. 
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COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  OF  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  FOR  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS 
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Food  Poisoning 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1966 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hawarden  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the  Environmental  Health  Services  for 
the  year  1966. 

I wish  to  pay  a sincere  tribute  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  together 
with  Dr.  D.  J.  Fraser,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  help  and  ready  co-operation  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  health  conditions  of  our  district. 

The  year  saw  the  redesignation  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Wensley  to  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Mr.  A.  E.  Howgate  to  Senior  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  Miss  Audrey  M.  Ketland  left  the 
service  in  June,  on  taking  up  residence  in  Exeter  and  was  replaced  as  Departmental  Clerk  by  Miss 
Beryl  Knapper  in  July.  I take  the  opportunity  of  extending  a welcome  to  Miss  Knapper  who  quickly 
settled  in  to  her  new  post  and  I sincerely  hope  her  stay  with  this  Council  will  be  a long  and  happy  one. 

I especially  record  my  thanks  to  Miss  Ketland,  Miss  Knapper,  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Rodent  Operative  and  all  employees  in  the  Refuse  Collection  Service  for  their  helpful  and  loyal  co- 
operation during  the  year. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  RONALD  GEORGE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


It  is  necessary  to  make  comment  on  the  question  of  Offensive  Trades  since  there  is  within  the 
District,  as  every  member  is  well  aware,  an  Animal  By-Products  Works  which  falls  into  this  category 
and  is  registered  with  this  Authority  for  this  purpose,  since  their  process  involves  bone  boiling,  fat 
extracting  and  fat  melting. 

During  the  year  particularly  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September,  numerous 
complaints  were  received  alleging  nuisance  caused  by  offensive  smells  emanating  from  this  Animal 
By-Products  Works,  and  many  of  these  complaints  originated  from  the  effects  experienced  in  an 
adjoining  Authority.  In  October  an  Abatement  Notice  was  served  upon  the  owners  of  the  factory  to 
take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  emission  of  offensive  odours  to  atmosphere. 

It  should  be  made  clear  that  the  owners  have  always  been  anxious  to  co-operate  in  effecting  the 
best  practicable  means  of  odour  control  at  their  premises.  As  a result  of  the  service  of  the  Abatement 
Notice  the  owners  engaged  consultants  to  advise  on  the  best  way  to  overcome  the  difficulties  they 
were  experiencing.  The  result  brought  forward  a proposal  to  install  an  entirely  new  system  of  odour 
control  by  chlorination.  Work  commenced  on  this  new  system  in  late  November  and  a provisional 
estimate  indicated  completion  by  March,  1967. 

It  is  pertinent  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  difficulties  experienced  in  practice,  in 
enforcing  the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising  from  Offensive  Trades.  Exasperation  is  often  felt  by 
Works  Management  and  Public  Health  Inspector  alike  since  it  is  often  difficult  and  occasionally 
almost  impossible  to  locate  a smell  accurately  and  to  reduce  or  eliminate  the  nuisance  arising  there- 
from. 

Additionally,  the  public  generally  has  such  a mental  picture  of  what  offensive  trade  factories  look 
like,  that  many  sensitive  people  feel  genuinely  sick  and  suffer  ill-health,  although,  biologically,  the 
odour  in  the  atmosphere  from  such  premises  is  quite  harmless  and  incapable  of  causing  the  headache 
and  variety  of  stomach  upsets  that  some  people  complain  of  whenever  odour  is  given  off  from  an 
Offensive  Trade. 

Furthermore,  whilst  accepting  that  malodour  can  make  life  unpleasant  and  difficult  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  post  war  spread  of  house  building,  to  meet  the  ever  increasing  need  for  homes, 
has  so  extended  its  development  as  to  encroach  ever  nearer  to  industrial  undertakings,  some  of  which 
may  be  operating  as  registered  Offensive  Trades,  It  has  not  been  uncommon,  in  this  situation  to  find 
requests  made  for  reduced  rating  of  property  because  of  the  proximity  of  offensive  premises.  The 
result  of  these  actions  have  not  always  been  decided  in  favour  of  the  complainant  as  recent  cases  have 
been  decided  on  the  ‘chicken  or  the  egg’  principle. 

These  are  but  some  of  the  practical  difficulties  met  with  in  determining  the  right  action  to  be  taken 
when  complaints  of  nuisance  are  received.  This  decision  is  not  made  any  easier  when  determining  a 
standard  upon  which  to  base  one’s  action.  Whether  or  not  a statutory  nuisance  occurs  from  smoke 
emission  can  be  measured  by  equipment  which  compares  the  optical  density  of  the  smoke  with  an 
arbitrary  but  standardised  grey  scale  set  down  on  a chart.  Similarly  noise  can  be  measured  by  means 
of  a noise  level  meter.  These  readings  are  reproducible  and  accepted  as  standards  beyond  which  a 
statutory  nuisance  is  considered  to  have  occurred.  Unfortunately  no  such  standard  is  available  in 
offering  guidance  on  odour. 

Scientists  have  therefore  given  us  an  ‘electric  eye’  and  an  ‘electric  ear’  but  they  have  not  yet  given 
us  an  ‘electric  nose’. 

When  one  considers  the  obscure  and  vague  legal  interpretations  of  what  is  likely  to  constitute  a 
nuisance  by  smell,  I am  convinced  that  the  sooner  a ‘smellometer’  can  be  produced  which  can  be 
accepted  as  a standard  by  defining  a limit  beyond  which  malodour  should  not  be  endured,  the  surer 
both  Officials  and  Councils  will  be  in  making  decisions  in  relation  to  complaints  received  of  alleged 
nuisances  from  Offensive  Trades. 
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In  conclusion,  it  is  perhaps  to  the  credit  of  the  owners  of  the  Animal  By-Products  Works  in  this 
District,  in  seeking  to  eliminate  the  cause  of  complaint  by  the  general  public,  in  the  last  three  years, 
will  have  spent  by  March,  1967,  in  the  region  of  £12,000  in  an  effort  to  obtain  a solution  to  this 
problem  of  malodour  from  their  premises. 

The  extent  to  which  supervision  and  investigation  was  given  to  this  works  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  143  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


HOUSING 

The  responsibility  of  ensuring  that  houses  are  fit  for  occupation  is  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  He  has  the  duty  to  ensure  that  necessary  repairs  are  carried 
out  and  in  recommending  the  closing  and  demolition  of  houses  which  cannot  be  rendered  fit  at  reason- 
able expense. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961,  relating  to  nuisances,  give  most  useful 
powers  for  dealing  with  the  repair  of  houses  and  where  appropriate,  they  have  been  used  to  the  full 
extent. 

STATISTICS  FOR  1-1-66  to  31-12-66 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND  SIMILAR  ACTS 


Number  of  Houses  Repaired 

Number  ol  Notices  Served  After  Service  of  Notices 


Informal 

45 


Formal 

11 


Informal 

37 


Formal 

5 


Where  more  extensive  reconditioning  is  necessary  than  could  be  obtained  by  using  the  powers 
mentioned  in  the  preceeding  paragraph,  certain  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  are  resorted  to, 
but  not  with  the  same  frequency. 

When  individual  houses  are  deemed  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being 
rendered  fit  at  reasonable  expense,  the  action  taken  is  related  to  the  particular  circumstances 
surrounding  each  of  the  premises.  The  following  alternatives  are  available: — 

(a)  The  Local  Authority  may  make  a Demolition  Order. 

(b)  The  Local  Authority  may  make  a Closing  Order,  where  difficulties  arise  in  effecting 
demolitions,  and  such  an  order  will  prohibit  its  use  for  living  purposes,  but  can  specify  the 
purpose  for  which  the  building  can  be  utilised. 

(c)  The  Local  Authority  can  accept  an  undertaking  from  the  owner  that  he  will  not  allow  the 
dwelling  to  be  re-occupied  until  he  has  carried  out  specified  work  which  the  Local  Authority 
accept  as  rendering  the  house  fit. 


STATISTICS  FOR  1-1‘66  to  31-12-66 


No.  of 

Undertakings 
Accepted 
Section  16 

No.  of 
Closing 
Orders  Made 
Section  17 

No.  of 
Demolition 
Orders  Made 
Section  17 

No.  of  Houses 
Demolished  following 
Demolition 
Orders 

No.  of 
Closing 

Orders  made  on 
Part  of  Houses 
Section  18 

No.  of 

Closing  Orders 
Determined 

2 

10 

11 

1 

1 

10 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  clearance  area  procedure  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  dealing  with 
groups  of  unfit  houses,  was  taken  in  respect  of  Nos.  29 — 43  Bridge  Street,  Shotton.  The  Minister 
subsequently  confirmed  the  Clearance  Order  on  these  properties  with  amendment. 
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Once  again,  however  the  re-housing  from  unfit  houses  in  the  area  has  not  proceeded  as  speedily 
as  might  have  been  desirable,  but  this  has  again  been  almost  entirely  due  to  the  lack  of  readily 
available  re-housing  facilities.  This  year  saw  the  eventual  demolition  of  Kirby  Grove,  Shotton,  but 
difficulties  are  still  being  experienced  in  finding  reliable  demolition  contractors  particularly  in  relation 
to  individual  unfit  houses  where  the  owners  have  failed  to  carry  out  their  obligation  in  this  respect. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSE  REPAIRS  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

EFFECTED,  1966 


(a)  INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Provision  of  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Rising  dampness  eliminated  ...  ...  iQ 

Penetrating  dampness  eliminated  ...  g 

Ceilings  replastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . , 3 

Walls  replastered ...  ...  ...  ...  __  6 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Staircase  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Doors  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 4 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Leaking  house  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Walls  repointed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Eaves,  gutters  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Chimney  stacks  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yard  pavings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  DRAINAGE 

Defective,  leaking  or  overflowing  cesspools  repaired  or  renewed  ...  2 

Drains /sewers  cleansed  from  obstruction  ...  . . , ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drains  and  sewers  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Closet  basins  repaired  6 

(d)  MISCELLANEOUS 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc.,  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Offensive  odours  abated ...  ...  ...  12 

Smoke/grit,  etc.,  nuisance  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(e)  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Water  closet  structure  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Three  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  operate  within  the  area  of  this  Authority,  namely  The  Central 
Flintshire  Water  Board,  The  Chester  Waterworks  Company  and  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company. 

It  is  a statutory  duty  of  local  authorities  to  determine  the  sufficiency  and  purity  of  water  supplies 
to  their  districts  and  where  supplies  are  found  to  be  unsuitable  and  insufficient,  to  insist  on  connec- 
tion to  a main  supply  where  such  supply  is  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  property. 

To  ensure  that  supplies  of  water  are  not  subject  to  contamination,  water  sampling  is  frequently 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  employed  by  this  Authority  and,  where  necessary,  remedial 
measures  are  undertaken  immediately  by  the  persons  responsible. 


WATER  SAMPLING 

The  total  number  of  water  samples  taken  from  the  mains  of  the  water  undertakers  and  also  from 
the  various  wells  and  springs  which  supply  water  to  properties  within  the  district  was  as  follows: — 


Public  Water  Undertakers 

Number  reported  satisfactory 47 

Number  reported  unsatisfactory 3 

WeUs 

Number  reported  satisfactory 6 

Number  reported  unsatisfactory 12 
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DETAILS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  IN  THE  AREA 
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SEWAGE  TREATMENT 


if)  Q 
0>  w 

d) 

V 

o 

V 

^ 0 

a 

8 

a 

O 

o 

2 4> 

1h 

CQ 

u 

Ul 

fQ 

> 

cs 

_> 

CQ 

QU) 

(2 

• ^ 
> 

f2 

• ^ 
> 

> '1 
< 
(h 

<u 

> 

(2 


Clfi 

o 

T3 
• ^ 
bo 
u 

o 


bo 

o 

•a 

'Go 

U 


w 

Cd 

Cd 

1-4 

u 

Cd 

<D 

d> 

<u 

lU 

d) 

d) 

d) 

13 

b 

fa 

t3 

> 

> 

fa 

C/D 

CO 

CO 

C/D 

CO 

bO 

o 

"O 
• ^ 
bO 
<u 

U 

i-i 

(U 

> 

(2 


■siS 

|ES 

I 

“S| 


m 


8 8 


in 


in 

in 


in 


o 

os 


\n 

Tf 

<N 


'ii- 

(J 


o 

>n 

8 


o 

ITN 

o c 

in  c 

^88 

5 00 

r4 

in  c 

v|  l/N 

O 

C 

5 ^ 

00 


m 


•o 
o *o 

^ fli 

2 “ 
J3  rt 

§3 

« « g 
Q 

TJ 

u 


a 

o 

U 


NO 

Os  ^ 

(N 

NO 

m xn 

NO  1 

1 rri 

On 

Os  Os 

On 

On 

On 

On 


! 

o 

NO 

00 

00 

fS 

m 

8 

m 

NO 

X/N 

<s 

l/N 

m 

Tf 

<s 

ON 

On 

OS 

ON 

Os 

ON 

On 

On 

ON 

Os 

>— < 

rH 

■a 

u 

2 

V 

V) 

w 

u 

*s 

</i 


o 


■ o>  >> 

c/D  jy 

,*->  o 

4-h  ri 

O ^ 

u PQ 


eg 

r\ 

S' 


1-0 
^ C! 
SC  « 

C/D 


w 


Ui 

U4 

t4-( 

C/5 

c 


cd 

n 

C3  l-i  2 


c/5 

g 

(U 

3 

O' 


CLc 


bJO 

.3 

ii 

n 

.3 

3 'u 

3 

^ 4-> 

Id 

O "O 
j3  S 

3 3 

o o 

ui  "rt 

m t> 


4-1 

4-J 

1)  o 

cS:^ 


T3 


Ui 

OJ 

c3 


4J 

b£ 

eg  3 

=3  T3 
Ir  T3 
1- 
o 

3 

Ul 

►2 

X< 


K 


o 

to 

3 

> 

c 

o 

4^ 

I-I 

u 

c 

.3 

i4 


(/} 

Ui 

t-i 

u 

c3 


•a 

T3 

>. 


g 

eu 

T3 

C 

cd 


P.  5 


t 

C 

<u 

&H 


33 

43 

OD 

I 


U 

bfi 

Cd 


> 

g. 

"O 

t3 

3 

u 

;-c 

H 


(U 

Ml 

Cd 


> 

TJ 

*3 

>> 

I 

Cd 

3 


g 

g, 

4-J 

1^ 

3 

g. 

•3 

”3 

<u 

e 

8. 

4-J 

Ul 

d> 

i 

C/5 

M 

Ul 

d) 

o 

ri 

3 

U5 

43 

cd 

43 

«>J 
• ^ 

•3 

”3 

3 

u 

g, 

1 

p 

Cd 

CO 

o 

K 

i2 

c3 

04 

O 

Q 

u 

u 

Cl4 

lx 

H 

3 

17 


Sewage  from  Marford  and  Hoseley  Parish  and  from  part  of  Cefn-y-bedd  is  treated  in  the  Wrexham  R.D. 
area.  Sewage  from  Pontybodkin  and  Coed  Talon  is  treated  at  the  Leeswood  works  of  Holywell  R.D.C. 
Sewage  from  East  Saltney  is  treated  at  the  Bumper’s  Lane  works  of  Chester  City  Council. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960 


Number  of  licensed  sites  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  caravans  permitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

Number  erf  sites  administered  by  Local  Authority  ...  1 

One  caravan  site  originally  designed  to  accommodate  211  caravans,  but  now  amended  to  site  186 
caravans,  is  at  present  under  construction.  During  the  year  the  Site  Licence  Conditions  imposed  on 
this  project  were  amended  to  allow  a phased  development,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  six  caravans 
had  been  sited  and  occupied. 

During  the  year  148  visits  were  made  relating  to  preliminary  surveys,  site  works,  drainage,  re- 
inspections, etc.,  and  licensing  of  sites. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

There  were  no  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  during  1966  although  one  application  was  received. 
After  service  of  the  preliminary  notice  of  intention  to  issue  a certificate,  an  undertaking  was  received, 
from  the  owner,  to  carry  out  aU  the  work  listed  by  the  applicant.  This  work  was  subsequently  carried 
out  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  the  Council  and  the  tenant. 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  since  the  Act  came  into  force  have 
been  small  and  number  only  75. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year  1,133  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  staff  in  connection  with  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse. 

The  implementation  of  the  second  phase  of  the  vehicle  replacement  programme,  inaugurated  in 
1965,  saw  the  inclusion  of  Two  new  refuse  collection  vehicles  into  the  Transport  fleet.  The  vehicles 
obtained  were: — 

(a)  ONE  20  cu.  yd.  Ramillies  Continuous  Compression  vehicle. 

(b)  ONE  12  cu.  yd.  Dual  Tip  Karrier  Bantam  with  packer  plate. 

and  in  this  acquisition  three  further  side  loaders  were  offered  in  part  exchange. 

From  April,  1966,  therefore  the  complete  fleet  consisted  of: — 

1 X 35  cu.yd.  Karrier  Ramillies.  2 X 12  cu.yd.  Karrier  Gamecocks. 

1 X 20  cu.yd.  Karrier  Ramillies.  Petrol  Powered  Side  Loaders. 

2X18  cu.yd.  Karrier  Dual  Tip. 

2 X 12  cu.yd.  Karrier  Dual  Tip. 

Diesel  Powered  Rear  Loaders. 

It  will  readily  be  appreciated  that  the  replacement  programme  is  having  the  following  advantageous 
effects. 

1.  The  collecting  capacity  of  the  vehicles  is  being  increased,  which  has  the  great  advantage  of 
cutting  down  the  time  wasted  in  travelling  to  and  from  the  tipping  site. 

2.  The  transition  from  petrol  powered  to  diesel  powered  engines  is  progressing  satisfactorily  which, 
in  my  opinion,  will  lengthen  the  expected  efficiency  of  the  vehicle  engine. 

I am  disappointed  that  the  Council  has  not  yet  given  the  go-ahead  on  the  introduction  of  the  paper 
sack  method  of  Refuse  Collection.  I am  aware  that  its  attitude  was  rightly  governed  by  the  Govem- 
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ment  policy  of  restricted  expediture.  I earnestly  hope,  however,  that  when  the  period  of  restraint  ends, 
I will  be  given  the  instruction  to  proceed,  as  I believe  this  method  has  come  to  stay  and  may  well  be 
emphasised  in  the  findings  of  the  Government  Working  Party  now  sitting  on  the  question  of  Refuse 
Collection. 


Two  Disposal  Sites  are  available  in  the  District: — 

1.  SHOTTON  LANE  TIP  which  takes  the  refuse  collected  from  Deeside  and  daily  mechanical 
control  is  undertaken  by  means  of  a David  Brown  50.TD  tracked  machine. 

During  the  year  we  were  informed  by  the  manufacturers  that  this  type  of  machine  was  no  longer 
in  production,  and  that  there  may  be  delays  in  obtaining  spare  parts  to  keep  the  machine  operating. 
By  the  end  of  the  year  this  became  a very  real  hazard  even  in  respect  of  small  common  replacements 
such  as  gaskets. 

It  was  subsequently  resolved  that  consideration  of  a replacement  machine  should  be  allowed  for 
and  deliberated  upon  when  discussing  the  Estimates  for  1967/68. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the  limited  life  of  the  existing  tip  and  planning 
permission  was  sought  for  a three  phase  development  site  at  Penarlag,  which  would  have  given  an 
overall  tipping  period  of  approximately  ten  years.  Planning  permission,  however,  was  granted  in  re- 
spect of  the  first  phase  of  development  only,  which,  when  considered  in  the  light  of  the  expense  involved 
in  complying  with  the  conditions  imposed  and  other  necessary  preparation,  in  relation  to  the  limited 
tipping  area  available  in  this  phase,  proved  to  be  too  expensive  to  be  proceeded  with  at  that  time. 
It  was  therefore  deferred  in  the  hope  that  other  suitable  sites  could  be  found. 

Until  we  are  able  to  acquire  another  suitable  site  great  economy  in  selecting  additional  intake,  over 
and  above  domestic  refuse,  to  the  existing  tip  will  have  to  be  exercised,  and  suitable  covering  material 
will  have  to  be  found  from  excavations  withm  the  tipping  area  itself.  I do  not  want  to  advise  the 
Council  that  mechanical  disposal  will  have  to  be  undertaken  if  it  is  at  all  possible  to  obtain  sites  suitable 
for  controlled  tipping. 

The  promised  proposals  for  re-organisation  of  Welsh  Local  Authorities  may  well  be  published  in 
the  months  ahead,  and  ensuing  discussions  may  favour  a large  disposal  site  serving  more  than  one 
Authority,  and  I am  already  aware  of  such  sites  which  could  be  admirably  suitable,  but  they  are  not 
within  the  boundary  of  this  Authority. 

2.  WILLOW  TIP,  HOPE  which  offers  disposal  facilities  for  the  rural  area  of  the  District.  During 
the  year,  and  for  the  first  time,  daily  control  has  been  carried  out  at  this  tip  by  a Weatherill  L.61.B. 
Mechanical  Shovel  which  was  acquired  in  April.  This  has  been  a most  satisfactory  improvement  and 
in  the  last  year  the  site  has  been  transformed  in  appearance.  With  this  machine  on  hand,  the  maxi- 
mum use  can  be  made  of  the  tipping  area  and  at  the  same  time  work  can  be  undertaken  to  prepare 
the  site  for  its  eventual  use  as  a potential  additional  public  amenity. 

I have  no  worries  in  relation  to  long  term  disposal  facilities  for  this  part  of  the  District. 
Negotiations  are  in  hand  for  the  acquisition  of  the  Sand  and  Gravel  Quarry  at  Fagl  Lane,  Hope. 
Although  these  negotiations  are  proving  to  be  long  drawn  out,  I believe  final  agreement  could  be 
reached  in  1967. 

During  1966  it  was  not  necessary  to  purchase  any  covering  material  for  either  tip  although  covering 
of  each  day’s  tipping  was  carried  out.  Covering  material  was  obtained  from  both  excavations  within 
the  tipping  area  and  from  outside  sources.  With  the  acquisition  of  the  Fagl  Lane  site  many  thousands 
of  tons  of  excellent  cover  will  be  readily  available,  at  which  time  the  two  remaining  side  loading  refuse 
collection  vehicles  will  be  adapted  for  the  very  purpose  of  transporting  this  material.  However,  because 
of  the  delay  in  acquiring  this  site,  these  vehicles,  being  in  daily  service  on  refuse  collection  at  the 
moment,  are  becoming  older  and  their  expected  life  on  soil  carrying  may  not  be  as  long  as  was  first 
envisaged.  An  alternative  method  of  transportation  may  have  to  be  considered  earlier  than  was  origin- 
ally anticipated. 
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Another  most  satisfactory  feature  of  refuse  disposal  during  the  year,  and  I believe  entirely  due  to 
daily  mechanical  control  and  covering,  was  the  fact  that  there  were  NO  tip  fires  during  the  whole  year. 
I am  also  able  to  place  on  record  that  due  to  regular  spraying  of  both  tips,  no  trouble  was  experienced, 
or  complaints  received,  of  fly  nuisances. 

Rodent  infestation  on  tips  during  the  year  was  very  slight  and  this  was  quickly  brought  under 
control  by  regular  baiting  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operative. 

The  time  lost  due  to  sickness  and  absenteeism  has  again  been  high. 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  DAYS  LOST— 661. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Service  was  carried  out  by  a collecting  staff  well  below  the  authorised 
establishment,  and  overtime  payment  has  been  made  in  order  to  keep  the  intervals  between  collections 
within  reasonable  limits.  It  has  achieved  this  end  in  most  instances,  but  this  should  never  be  con- 
sidered as  a satisfactory  long  term  policy.  The  aim  should  also  be  to  increase  the  basic  wage  with 
improved  conditions  of  service  when  we  might  be  able  to  recruit  more  suitable  personnel  into  this 
very  vital  Public  Health  Service.  I had  hoped  that  the  introduction  of  the  Selective  Employment  Tax 
would  have  lightened  the  burden  of  those  already  employed  but  this  has  clearly  not  been  the  case. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Whilst  it  is  certain  that,  in  the  last  decade,  there  has  been  a creditable  advance  in  the  design  of 
food  factories  and  shops,  and  a considerable  number  of  unsatisfactory  premises  have  either  been 
replaced  or  reconstructed,  this  does  not  mean  that  the  attack  against  poor  %giene  and  food  poisoning 
is  over.  On  the  contrary,  despite  these  improvements  and  the  increased  knowledge  of  food  bacteriology, 
the  incidence  of  food  poisoning  in  England  and  Wales  does  not  show  an  expected  downward  trend. 
Statistics  for  1965  shows  a 6 per  cent,  drop  in  the  number  of  recorded  outbreaks,  but  the  number  of 
persons  affected  (11,317)  was  13  per  cent,  up  on  the  previous  year.  There  was  only  one  case  with  the 
area  of  this  Authority  during  the  year  under  review. 

Clearly,  therefore,  it  is  again  necessary  to  highlight  the  supreme  importance  of  food  handlers  in 
this  connection.  Initially  it  stiould  be  remembered  that  food  poisoning  is  NOT  inevitable  and  could 
be  largely  prevented.  Those  who  handle  food,  therefore,  should  NEVER  treat  it  with  LESS  care  than 
they  would  give  to  the  food  which  they  eat  themselves. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  certain  foodhandlers  should  be  licenced,  an  idea  with  which  I 
heartily  concur.  I have,  previously  instanced  the  need  for  specialised  training  for  food  handlers,  and 
would  commend  to  the  notice  of  owners  of  food  establishments  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certifi- 
cate in  the  Hygiene  of  Food  Retailing  and  Catering.  Furthermore,  I believe  the  possession  of  this 
certificate  should  be  a pre-requisite  of  any  person  employed  in  a supervisory  capacity  at  any  premises 
where  food  is  prepared. 

Consider  this  anomaly — in  the  interest  of  road  safety,  and  to  assist  in  minimising  the  danger  to 
human  life,  a motorist  can  obtain  a licence  to  travel  on  our  highways  alone  ONLY  AFTER  he  has 
undergone  supervisory  training  and  passed  a Ministry  of  Transport  driving  test.  However,  a butcher, 
baker,  cook  or  other  food  handler,  without  any  qualification  or  licence  issued  after  test,  is  allowed 
to  prepare  and  produce  food  destined  to  travel  along  the  internal  ‘highway’  of  the  human  digestive 
tract  of  millions  of  human  beings.  Emphatically,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  the  potential  danger  of 
the  food  handler  is  beyond  question. 

In  addition  to  this  control  of  food  handlers  there  is  also  the  additional  need  to  extend  the  control 
over  food  premises.  At  the  moment,  registration  is  too  selective  and  I would  like  to  see  a requirement 
to  extend  registration  to  ALL  premises  handling  potentially  dangerous  foodstuffs  such  as  meat, 
meat  products,  fish,  fish  products  and  all  dairy  produce.  This  WAS  envisaged  in  the  original  draft  of 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  but  they  were  later  deleted  due  to  opposition  pressure  from  the  various 
trade  organisations  concerned. 
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I do  not  believe  that  either  of  these  two  suggestions  are  unattainable  but  am  absolutely  convinced 
that  when  achieved  they  will  materially  contain  the  hazard  of  food  poisoning  outbreaks. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  this  Authority  have  continued  to  advise  on  the  implementation  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  and  to  enforce  their  requirements  where  necessary. 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made  to  the  various  food  premises,  as  shown  below: — 


Licenced  Premises  and  Clubs  19 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises 10 

Bakehouses  and  Confectioners  Shops 22 

Butchers  125 

Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Fishmongers  22 

Greengrocers  24 

Generd  Food  Shops  (Mixed  business)  153 

Hotel,  Cafe  and  Canteen  Kitchens 42 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers,  Selling  Points  and  Vans  93 

Visits  re:  Complaints  of  Unsound  Food  110 

Delivery  Vehicles  16 


Total 636 


No  prosecutions  were  taken  in  respect  of  unsound  food  during  the  year. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING 

There  are  160  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

There  is  only  one  manufacturing  premises  in  this  District,  which  is  now  operating  under  much 
improved  conditions.  During  August  and  September,  however,  bacteriological  samples  gave  some  cause 
for  concern  and  subsequent  investigation  revealed  a fault  in  the  pasteurising  technique  which  was 
quickly  overcome,  and  later  samples  showed  the  expected  improvement.  Later  in  the  year  it  was 
noted  that  some  of  the  recording  instruments  were  unsuitable  and  arrangements  were  put  in  hand, 
there  being  a substantial  delay  in  delivery,  to  install  a new  system  of  instrumentation. 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  Local  Producer — 50. 

Grades  One  Two 

No.  of  Samples 28  8 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  various  retailers  throughout  the  area — 7. 

Grades  One  Two 

No.  of  Samples 6 1 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES  (HYGIENE)  REGULATIONS,  1958 

On  the  30th  June,  1966,  one  of  the  three  licenced  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  ceased  to  operate 
and  was  subsequendy  demolished  to  make  way  for  for  housing  development.  The  slaughter  of  animals 
however,  is  regularly  carried  out  at  the  remaining  two  licenced  premises  and  these  seem  to  serve  the 
need  for  slaughtering  facilities  in  this  area. 

The  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  after  his  aimual 
inspection  of  the  Slaughterhouses  highly  complimented  the  Council  on  the  standards  of  hygiene  and 
structure  contained  therein. 


Three  Four 

7 7 

Three  Four 
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Regular  inspections  were  made  at  each  of  the  slaughterhouses  regarding  the  cleanliness  and  repair 
of  the  premises  and  equipment,  hygienic  practices,  personal  hygiene  and  conduct  in  the  slaughtering 
processes. 

During  the  year  an  application  was  made  for  the  renewal  of  a Knackers  Yard  Licence  in  respect  of 
premises  at  River  Lane,  Salmey.  The  licence  was  subsequently  issued  to  the  applicants  but  since  no 
slaughtering  facilities  are  available  at  the  premises,  the  licence  is  in  respect  of  the  flaying  and  dressing 
the  carcasses  of  animals,  the  flesh  of  which  is  NOT  intended  for  human  consumption. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 
SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY) 

REGULATIONS,  1958 

These  Acts  and  Regulations  are  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  cruelty  and  ensuring  that  no  animals 
shall  be  slaughtered  in  a slaughterhouse  except  by  a person  licenced  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  licences  of  12  slaughtermen  were  renewed  during  the  year. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  at  each  of  the  slaughterhouses,  under  the  above  Acts  and 
Regulations.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  provision  of  adequate  water  supplies  and  bedding, 
etc.,  in  the  lairages.  Animals  were  not  kept  long  enough  in  the  lairages  to  require  feeding  as  required 
by  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 
YEAR  ENDING— 31-12-66 

CARCASSES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

272 

— 

— 

2438 

145 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  

272 

— 

— 

2438 

145 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Carcasses  erf  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

11 

■ ■ 

29 



Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 

4-044% 

— 

— 

0-263% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 





- 

____ 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6-207% 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  Slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of  Meat  Inspection  was — 

140. 

TOTAL  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was — 256  lbs. 


INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 


During  the  year  frequent  visits  were  made  to  various  retail  shops  and  warehouses  for  the  purpose 
of  inspecting  other  foods.  I feel  that  it  is  pertinent  to  note  that  the  vast  majority  of  food  condemned 
was  due  to  damage  sustained  to  food  stuffs  whilst  in  transit,  and  the  failure  to  refrigerate  displays 
and  storage  facilities  in  shops. 

The  proportion  of  foodstuffs  condemned  from  ‘sound’  containers  was  relatively  small  which  reflects 
the  success  of  modem  methods  of  food  preservation  and  packaging. 


During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumjv 
tion.  They  were  disposed  of  in  such  a maimer  as  to  prevent  them  being  used  for  human  consumption. 


Ham  

851  lbs. 

Fruit  Cocktail 

92  tins 

Pork  

65  lbs. 

Apricots  

26  tins 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

138  tins 

Beans 

254  tins 

Salmon  

27  tins 

Peas  

384  tins 

Spam 

27  tins 

Potatoes  

20  tins 

Soup 

208  tins 

Cream 

39  tins 

Beef  Steak  and  Gravy 

23  tins 

Apples  

35  tins 

Puddings 

10  tins 

Peaches 

108  tins 

Irish  Stew  ...  

14  tins 

Pears 

114  tins 

Steak  and  Kidney  ... 

11  tins 

Oranges 

40  tins 

Corned  Beef  

184  tins 

Pineapples  ... 

37  tins 

Tomatoes  

263  tins 

Blackcurrants 

43  tins 

Pilchards  

37  tins 

Prunes 

21  tins 

Stewed  Steak 

101  tins 

Grapefruit  ... 

187  tins 

Rice  Pudding 

74  tins 

Plums  

3 tins 

Chopped  Pork 

89  tins 

Gooseberries 

1 tin 

Baby  Food  ... 

35  tins 

Vegetable  Salad 

24  tins 

Milk  

75  tins 

Carrots  

51  tins 

Tongue  

93  tins 

Beetroot 

3 tins 

Chicken  and  Ham  Roll 

5 tins 

Pie  Filling  ... 

4 tins 

Crab  

11  tins 

Strawberries 

7 tins 

Cream  Style  Cora 

5 tins 

Raspberries 

7 tins 

Frankfurters  

5 tins 

Flour 

12  bags 

Sago  Pudding 

5 tins 

Split  Peas 

12  pkts. 

Minced  Beef 

18  tins 

Cream  Crackers  . . . 

24  pkts. 

Chicken 

2 tins 

Jellies  

14  pkts. 

Sausages  ...  

5 tins 

Rhubarb  

3 tins 

Beef  ...  

9 tins 

Blackberries 

1 tin 

Spaghetti  

7 tins 

FROZEN 

FOOD 

Peas  

2 pkts. 

Chips  

1 pkt. 

Sprouts  

1 pkt. 

Fish  Fingers  

1 pkt. 

Beans 

2 pkts. 

Cod  Fries 

3 pkts 

Mixed  Vegetables  ... 

3 pkts. 

Flavoured  Mousse 

7 pkts, 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


SAMPLING 

Set  out  below  are  the  particulars  of  the  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  by  Mr.  E.  Lewis,  County  Public  Health  Inspector,  in  the  Hawarden  Rural  District 
Council  area  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1966. 


Description  of  Articles 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Milk  ...  ...  

55 

45 

10 

Dairy  Produce 

4 

4 

— 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies 

9 

9 

— 

Alcoholic  Drinks  ...  ...  

5 

5 

— 

Sausages,  Cooked  Meats  and  Pies  ... 

10 

10 

— 

Cakes  and  Confectionery 

10 

10 

— 

Patent  Medicines  ...  

6 

6 

— 

Miscellaneous  Groceries 

20 

20 

— 

Fruit  and  V egetables 

9 

9 

— 

128 

118 

10 

Of  the  ten  milk  samples  reported  as  not 

being  genuine,  four 

contained  added 

water,  three 

contained  traces  of  penicillin  and  the  others  had  slight  deficiencies  in  solids  not  fat  content.  Successful 
legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  the  milk  containing  added  water,  and  warning  letters 
were  sent  to  the  others. 

No  evidence  of  brucellosis  or  bovine  tuberculosis  was  found  in  any  samples  of  farm  bottled  milk.  Six 
samples  of  feeding  stuffs  and  six  samples  of  fertilisers  were  taken  under  the  Fertilizer  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Act.  One  sample  was  not  genuine  in  that  it  contained  more  oil  than  was  declared  on  the 
statutory  statement.  The  attention  of  the  manufacturer  was  drawn  to  the  matter. 

No  evidence  of  fungicides,  pesticides  or  prohibited  colouring  matter  were  found  in  the  samples  of 
fruit  and  vegetables. 

Articles  examined  under  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  were  also  satisfactory. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mr.  Lewis  for  this  information. 


THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


I set  out  below  for  your  information.  Tables,  A,  B and  C extracted  from  the  Annual  Return  as 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  2nd  January,  1967. 

TABLE  ‘A’  REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
Registered 
during  year 

Total  No.  of 
Registered  Premises 
at  end  of  year 

No.  of  Registered 
Premises  Receiving 
a General  Inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  ... 

3 

60 

9 

Retail  Shops  

4 

173 

102 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

— 

7 

1 

Catering  Establishments  open  to 
Public,  Canteens 

45 

8 

Fuel  Storags  Depots 

— 

2 

— 
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TABLE  ‘B’ — Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises 


120 


TABLE  ‘C  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 
BY  WORKPLACE 

IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Male 

Female 

Offices  ...  ...  

161 

119 

Retail  Shops 

120 

478 

Wholesale  Department,  Warehouses 

2 

85 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  Public 

44 

131 

Canteens  

— 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

8 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

335 

813 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937/1961 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1966 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  relating  to  provisions  for  health  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during 
1966. 


Number  of 


Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register Inspections Notices Prosecuted 


(a)  Factories  where  Section  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

(b)  Factories  not  included  where 
Section  7 is  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(c)  Other  premises  where  Sec- 
tion 7 is  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

25 

117 

2 

20  — — 

31  — — 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND.  No  cases  of  defects  due  to  want  of  cleanliness, 
overcrowding,  unreasonable  temperature,  inadequate  or  ineffective  drainage  of  floors,  were  found. 
TWO  cases  of  defective  and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  were  found,  as  shown  in  the 
table  below. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(Section  7) 

Found 

No  of  Cases  with  Defects  Found 
Referred 

Remedied  To  H.M.  Insp.  By  H.M.  Insp.  Prosecuted 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  the  sexes  . . . 

1 

1 

j E I I 

TOTAL  Defects  under  Part  1 of 
the  Act 

2 

2 - - - 
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PART  vm  OF  THE  ACT,  OUTWORKERS  (SECTION  110  and  111). 


Section  110 

No.  of  Out-Workers  in  No.  of  Cases  of  No.  of  Prosecutions 

August  List  as  Required  Default  in  Sending  for  Failing 

Nature  of  Work  by  Section  110  (l)(c)  Lists  to  Council  to  Supply  Lists 

Wearing  apparel: 

Making,  etc.  — — — 


No  instances  relating  to  Section  111  (Unwholesome  premises)  were  known. 


RODENT  CONTROL  TREATMENT 

The  Council’s  rodent  control  service  is  provided  free  of  charge. 

As  a result  of  survey  and  notification  by  occupiers  of  infested  premises,  extermination  of  rodents  has 
been  carried  out  at  dwelling  houses,  factories,  food  premises,  refuse  tips,  etc. 


Details  relating  to  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  set  out  below: — 


Properties  Other  Than  Sewers 

Type  of  Property 
Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

13542 

507 

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 

premises)  inspected  following  notification 

540 

13 

Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  

364 

59 

(ii)  Mice  ...  

72 

5 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats  and/ 

or  mice  for  reasons  other  than  notification 

864 

1444 

Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  

135 

229 

(ii)  Mice  ...  

32 

49 

A small  section  of  sewers  were  infested  with  rats  during  the  year  but  were  effectively  cleared. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  RE: 


Public  Health  Acts,  1936/61  1266 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  ...  ...  ...  9 

Housing  Acts,  1957/^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  685 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clean  Air  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  ...  ...  ...  90 

Factories  Act,  1961  ...  ...  17 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  647 

Food  Poisoning  Investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958  ...  ...  ...  . . , ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

(excluding  visits  by  Rodent  Operative) 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  115 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  1393 


Total  Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4905 
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LEGISLATION,  1966 


STATUTORY  INSTRUMENTS 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 

No.  850  Skimmed  Milk  with  Non-Milk  Fat  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 
915  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

1051  Salad  Cream  Regulations  1966 

1073  Mineral  Hydrocarbons  in  Food  Regulations  1966 

1074  Butter  Regulations  1966 

1203  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations  1966 
1318  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 
1500  Antioxidant  in  Food  Regulations  1966 
1640  Cheese  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

Ministry  of  Health 

256  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations  1966 
262  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1966 

791  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

1487  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

217  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  Order  1966 
253  Housing  (Prescribed  Forms)  Regulations  1966 

1143  Alkali,  &c.  Works  Order  1966 

1144  Building  (Second  Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

Ministry  of  Labour 

975  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  (Exemption  No.  4)  Order  1966 


CIRCULARS 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 

4 Cheese  Regulations  1965 

30  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

34  Skimmed  Milk  with  Non-Milk  Fat  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

52  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958 

54  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations  1966 

60  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

79  Antioxidant  in  Food  Regulations  1966 

Ministry  of  Health 

17  Brucellosis 


Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

1 Housing  (Slum  Clearance  Compensation)  Act  1965 

2 Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  1962 

6 Working  Party  on  the  Design  and  Construction  of  Underground  Pipe  Sewers. 

18  Clean  Air  Act  1956:  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Authorised  Fuels)  (No.  2)  Regulations  1965 

25  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

26  Gypsies 

32  Rent  Act  1965 
37  Sewage  Effluents 

47  Building  Regulations  1965:  Prefabricated  Chimneys  for  Class  1 Appliances 

48  Public  Health  Act  1961:  Building  Regulations 

52  Building  Regulations  1965:  Part  G:  Sound  Insulation 

53  Revised  Model  Byelaws  for  Preventing  Waste,  Undue  Consumption,  Misuse  or  Contamina- 
tion of  Water 

57  Surplus  Land 

Ministry  of  Public  Building  and  Works 

1 Public  Health  Act  1961:  Building  Regulations 

3 Building  Regulations  1965:  Commercial  Glasshouses 

OFFICIAL  REPORTS  AND  MEMORANDA 

Food  Standards  Committee  Report  on  Claims  and  Misleading  Descriptions 
Food  Hygiene  Code  of  Practice:  Hygiene  in  the  Bakery  Trade  and  Industry 

An  Enquiry  into  Methods  of  Milk  Distribution  in  England  and  Wales  (Report  by  J.  L.  Davies,  Esq., 
C.B.E.) 

Model  Water  Byelaws 

First  Interim  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on  the  Design  and  Construction  of  Undergroimd  Pipe  Sewers 

Our  Older  Homes:  A Call  for  Action.  Report  of  the  C.H.A.C.  Sub-Committee  on  Standards  for  Housing 
Fimess 

The  Deeplish  Study.  Improvement  possibilities  in  a district  of  Rochdale 
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